
 

 

 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

Barktoberfest 2026 Returns to Boerne Main Plaza October 17 After Record 2025 Turnout 
Boerne tradition brings together local pet rescues, businesses, families and animal lovers in 

support of Hill Country Animal League’s mission to provide affordable spay and neuter surgeries 
and wellness services throughout the Hill Country 

 

BOERNE, Texas — Hill Country Animal League (HCAL) invites the community to the 6th Annual 
Barktoberfest, returning to Boerne Main Plaza on Saturday, October 17, 2026, from 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m. 

Barktoberfest has grown into a popular fall tradition, bringing together local rescue 
organizations, businesses, families and animal lovers for a full day of activities in downtown 
Boerne. The free, pet-friendly festival features Doggy Dash and Dachshund races, costume 
contests, local rescue organizations with adoptable animals, local vendors, food, beer, music, a 
silent auction, a petting zoo and children’s activities. 

Funds raised through Barktoberfest support HCAL’s mission to provide affordable spay and 
neuter surgeries and wellness services for animals throughout the Hill Country. 

“Barktoberfest really shows what can happen when our community comes together for 
animals,” said Becky Forrest, Executive Director of Hill Country Animal League. “It’s a fun day for 
families and animal lovers, but it also helps us continue providing affordable spay and neuter 
surgeries and wellness services throughout the Hill Country.” 

A Growing Boerne Tradition 

Barktoberfest experienced its largest turnout to date in 2025, welcoming: 

• 1,600+ attendees 

• 18 local rescue organizations 

• An estimated 20+ onsite adoptions, plus additional adoption leads for participating 
rescues 

• 20+ local vendors 

• 40+ race and costume contest participants 

• More than $31,000 raised through local business and community sponsorships 

• Nearly $5,000 raised through the silent auction 

• Nearly 1,000 responses to the Barktoberfest Facebook event 

 



 

 

 

The continued growth of Barktoberfest reflects the community effort behind the event, with 
local businesses, sponsors, volunteers, rescue organizations and attendees all playing a role. 

Barktoberfest 2026 Highlights 

Guests can look forward to: 

• Doggy Dash Races for dogs ready to show off their speed 

• Dachshund Races featuring some of Barktoberfest’s shortest (and fastest) competitors 

• Costume Contests for dogs and dog-and-human duos 

• Local rescue organizations and adoptable animals 

• Silent auction featuring donations from local businesses and community supporters 

• Local vendors, food, beer and music 

• Petting zoo, children’s activities and family fun 

Admission to Barktoberfest is free, with registration fees for select races and activities. 

More Than a Festival 

Barktoberfest also brings together organizations that play different roles in supporting animals 
throughout the Hill Country. 

HCAL does not operate an animal shelter or adoption program. Instead, the organization works 
alongside local rescue organizations and community partners to help reduce dog and cat 
overpopulation through affordable spay and neuter surgeries and provide preventative 
wellness services. 

At Barktoberfest, participating rescue organizations have an opportunity to introduce 
adoptable animals to potential families and connect with the community, while funds raised 
through the event help support HCAL’s services throughout the year. 

Event Information 

Date: Saturday, October 17, 2026 
Time: 10:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m. 
Location: Boerne Main Plaza, 100 N. Main St., Boerne, TX 78006 
Admission: Free 
Event Information: hcaltx.org/barktoberfest 

 

 

 

https://www.hcaltx.org/barktoberfest


 

 

 

 

Get Involved 

HCAL welcomes businesses and community members interested in supporting Barktoberfest 
through sponsorships, vendor participation, silent auction donations and volunteer 
opportunities. 

Information about current opportunities and Barktoberfest 2026 is available at 
hcaltx.org/barktoberfest. 

Media & Story Opportunities 

Media are invited to cover Barktoberfest both before and during the event. Story and interview 
opportunities include: 

• The continued growth of Barktoberfest as a Boerne fall tradition 

• Previews of the Dachshund Races, Doggy Dash and costume contests 

• Participating rescue organizations and adoptable animals 

• The local businesses, sponsors and volunteers behind the event 

• How HCAL and local rescue organizations play different but complementary roles in 
supporting animals 

• HCAL’s work to reduce dog and cat overpopulation through affordable spay and neuter 
surgeries 

• Interviews with HCAL Executive Director Becky Forrest, participating rescue 
organizations and community partners 

• Event-day race, costume, rescue and community coverage from Boerne Main Plaza 

High-resolution photos, event graphics, previous Barktoberfest images and additional 
background information are available for publication. 

Media Contact 

Courtney Velek 
Trio Marketing on behalf of Hill Country Animal League 
courtney@marketingtrio.com 
713-301-6514 

About Hill Country Animal League 

Hill Country Animal League (HCAL) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization based in Boerne, Texas, 
working to reduce dog and cat overpopulation throughout the greater Hill Country area. 
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HCAL provides affordable spay and neuter surgeries and preventative wellness services and 
works alongside local rescue organizations and community partners to support animals 
throughout the region. 

HCAL’s mission is supported by community donors and proceeds from the Hill Country Animal 
League Thrift Store, where every purchase helps fund HCAL’s spay and neuter surgeries and 
wellness services. 

Learn more at hcaltx.org. 

 

https://www.hcaltx.org/

